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MATILDA OE SCOTLAND,

FIEST QUEEN OF HENBY I.

Tl TATILDA is the only princess of Scotland who ever shared the
luL throne of a king of England. Her mother, Margaret Atheling,
was the grand-daughter of the Saxon long Edmund Ironside, the
offspring of a marriage between his son Edward Atheling, and
Agatha, a Hungarian princess, Ms consort. Edgar Atheling,
Margaret's brother, feeling some reason to mistrust the apparent
friendship of the Conqueror, privately withdrew from his court in
1068, took shipping with Margaret, their youngest sister Christina,
and their mother, intending to seek a refuge in Hungary with
their royal maternal kindred; but by stress of weather, the vessel
in which they, with many other English exiles, were embarked,
was driven into the Frith of Forth. Malcolm Canmore, the young
iTnTnfl.rnV.fi king of Scotland, who had just regained his doxninions
from the usurper Macbeth, happened to be present when the
royal fugitives landed, and was so struck with the beauty of the
lady Margaret Atheling, that he asked her in marriage of her
brother. Edgar joyfully gave the hand of the dowerless princess
to the Scottish sovereign, who had received the English esiles
most honourably.

Matilda, the subject of this memoir, was the eldest daughter
of Malcolm Canmore and Margaret Atheling; she was born
about the year 1077. Robert, the eldest son of the Conqueror, was
her godfather. At the peace after his campaign in the north of
England he became king Malcolm's guest, and the sponsor of
the infant princess Matilda. Some historians assert that the
name of the little princess was originally Editha, and that it
was, out of compliment to the Gorman prince her godfather,
changed to Matilda, the .name of Hs beloved mother. The
young Scottish princess received her earliest lessons of virtue
and piety from her illustrious mother, and of learning from the
worthy Turgot, her chaplain, who was preceptor of the royal
children of Scotland. There appears to have been an attempt
on the part, either of the queen her mother, or her aunt Chris*